
July 7, 2008

Dear Industry Members & Supporters-

The Polk County, UF/IFAS, Cooperative Extension Service is on the list of proposed cuts for the draft 2009 Polk County Budget. By the county not providing funding to continue Extension service, UF/IFAS would reallocate resources including personnel currently devoted to Polk County to other areas or counties. This would result in a cessation of all local Extension service programming delivered to the agriculture industry and citizens of Polk County.  This will eliminate every segment of the program in Polk County including 4-H Youth Development, Agriculture and Natural Resources, and Ag Center Operations (Events held at the facility).  

Please refer to the frequently asked questions below for details about this issue. Talking points and more information will be available on Monday, July 14th. Industry members and supporters are asked to contact the county commissioners via phone and email to stress the importance of Extension to the agriculture industry and residents of Polk County. 

Due to the passage of amendment one, tax reform and the downturn in the economy, we are facing tight budget times on the local and state level and elected officials have tough decisions to make. Being positive about the benefits of extension is the most effective way to communicate on this issue. If you have further question feel free to contact me at (863) 533-0561 or via email at hnedley@verizon.net. 

Thanks in advance for showing your support for these worthwhile county programs. 

Heather Nedley

Executive Director

Polk County Farm Bureau

Frequently Asked Questions:

What cuts are being proposed in the draft budget?

The value of taxable property in Polk County decreased by 4.4% this past year.  Due to the slowdown in the economy, there have also been decreases in other revenues, such as sales tax, which will further reduce revenue to the General Fund.  The passage of amendment one decreased revenues as well. They are anticipating a General Fund reduction of approximately $27 million in 2009.

The draft 2009 Polk County Budget will cut the Polk County Extension Service including:

· 4-H Youth Development $109,000

· Agriculture/Natural Resources $309,860

· Ag Center Complex Operations $147,988

Who proposed the cuts?

With the passage of amendment one, tax reform and the downturn in the economy, we are facing tight budget times on the local and state level. These recommended budget cuts stem from the budgeting for outcomes (BFO) process the county went through a year ago (Summer 2007). These three programs all ranked low to medium, hence the reason why it is being proposed that they are cut. 

What is the timeline for the budget?

The County Manager will present a balanced budget on July 14th. After that, the BoCC will work to finalize the budget for approval in September. There will be two budget adoption hearings in September, the first on September 4th to set a proposed millage rate and adopt a tentative budget; the second hearing on September 11th, to adopt a final millage rate and budget for FY 08/09. There are also two budget work sessions with the BoCC on July 28th and August 8th. 

How can I support extension during this issue?

Industry members are encouraged to contact the county commissioners and ask that they consider reinstating Extension into the 2008-09 fiscal budget year. Providing a personal story about how Extension has helped you and your business will make an impact. They need to know how beneficial the programs and services the office provides is to the agriculture industry and citizens of Polk County. (Use the attached fact sheet to form your message)Industry members are also asked to show support for these programs by attending a budget work session on either July 28th or August 8th at 9:00 am in Bartow at the County Administration Building. 

Contact information for county commissioners:

	Commissioner Bob English
	863-534-6450
	BobEnglish@polk-county.net 

	Commissioner Sam Johnson  


	863-534-6049
	SamJohnson@polk-county.net 

	Commissioner Jack Myers


	863-534-6050
	JackMyers@polk-county.net 

	Commissioner Jean Reed


	863-534-6422
	JeanReed@polk-county.net 

	Commissioner Randy Wilkinson


	863-534-6434
	RandyWilkinson@polk-county.net 


Mailing address: 

Drawer BC01

P.O. Box 9005

Bartow, FL 33831-9005

