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would understand if T was just a minute or two late.
Crossing between one of the villas and the guesthouse
was a small flock of 6 turkeys. I was able to get off a
few good shots (with my camera) and still make my
meeting on time. Mr. Bartley just laughed later when
I confessed that a few turkeys almost made me late.
He's counted as many as 42 at a time just outside the
lodge. After a quick tour of the lodge, I got a chance
to sit down and speak with Mr. Bartley about the FFA
in Florida. I'm used to being the one to start the ques-
tions, but I was surprised when Mr. Bartley beat me to
the punch inquiring about if I had ever been a mem-
ber of FFA. I was proud to say that in fact I had been
a member of the Turkey Creek Junior chapter and had
participated in the Forestry and Parliamentary
Procedure teams (thank you Mr Cribbs and Mr.
Altizer). It certainly was a fair question and I
couldn't help feeling like I had somehow answered
correctly. I'm sure I wouldn't have been treated any
differently if I hadn't been a member of FFA, but I felt
something I hadn't recalled for some time. I was
proud to be associated with the FFA. Sure it was a
long time ago and I didn't go on to pursue a life in
agriculture, but sitting in this beautiful facility, seeing
the familiar gold seal, I remembered how important
FFA had been to me those years ago. I remembered
time spent after school learning about Robert's Rules

of Order and Southern Pine Beetles. I recalled Ag Whao first introduced
teachers spending free time and going the extra mile
cattle to Florida?

for students. And I have to admit, I felt myself wish-
ing this facility had been here when I was in the FFA.
But here's the good news. I don't have to be in the FFA
to take advantage of the Training Center. As Mr.
Bartley showed me around the different villas, the
ropes course, the paintball field, the marina, I realized
this facility would be perfect for a retreat for the
Men's ministry at our church. This is exactly the sort
of use the Foundation envisioned for the Center at the
outset 20 years ago. And while that dream is being
realized, they aren't done yet. The Florida FFA
Foundation is right now in the beginning stages of an
$8 million dollar campaign to finally bring the 20-
year-old dream of the Florida FFA Leadership
Training Center to fruition. Among other things, the
goal of the campaign is to increase available lodging
to the capacity originally conceived in 1986. As the
FFA continues to grow and shape the future of
Florida, the Florida FFA Foundation stands poised to
provide a helping hand to those future leaders in our
agriculture community. If you've never been to the
Center, go. I did and I will be back. And I look
forward to all the great additions sure to come. Answer on page 50
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